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i#li Venezia Giulia (FVG) region, at the crossroad of Latin, Slavic and Germanic cultures, is a land of difference

dgeographycal regions of Europe (Alpine, Continental and Mediterranean) can be found in FVG (Dlrectlve 9:

ing number of languages, dialects and idioms are spoken here. The alpine valley of Resia stretches 21tkm WA
rds the Slovenian border by the Canin malssnf (_.25.80 m) A small ethmc group with proto Slawc roots set

Tradltlbnal' ecdnomy and farmmg* |
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In the past Resian'men were mainly craftsmen and seasonal mlgra‘hts (kmf
" menders, etc.). Farming relied on-livestock pasturing and only pa;‘flally on#eld crops To date home
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’, gardens provide foom.for kitchen crops, and particularly for the bolting garlic landrace which is grown
.on a very small-area (less than 1.ha). Garlic introduction in the valley is §c rcely: documented At
present, Resua bulbs are in demand among gourmets, due to their gre flavor and taste. Topsets,
normally removed are also used as fresh or: processed vegetables 'J"{g ,
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The garlic Iandrace (strok in Resian dlalect) BTy o o : AL
The landrace is a hardneck (boltmg) garlic, tentatively assrgned to*the oph/oscorodon group (MaaB and R
. Klaas, 1995). Through réproductive stages, it develops a long and’curling scape (ﬂg 2) As maturlty -'- ,‘
approaches, the scape uncoils'and the lumpy shape of the maturing umbel capsule |s evident (flg 3). lA || Figtire 4 - Umbel with flowers
white spathe'includes sterile flowers.and topsets (fig. 4): Pink colored tunics- -wrap each of'the 7-9 cloves and bulbils
per bulb, placed in a single whorl (fig. 5). Those traits indicate the garllc material' as out of thésubspr ] pl‘. WL
* + sativum (Etoh and Simon, 2002). Bulbs are medium-sized, very aromatlc and moderately storable The | A
Resians assign-a special’significance to the crop and, albeit at present the tinygrowing  area |mpa|rs h ;
economic sustainability, are definitely reluctant about possible extension of'the cultivation outside: lie%i""
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00 Conservat:on Variety vs. SlowFood promotlon it \ 0 ”}

Since 2003 Resia garlic was included in the FVG Repertorre of Landracés The leglslatlve*conundrum about
.Conservatlon Varieties keeps the! Resia garlic unresolved. By the year 2005‘3, "Resia garllc has been R 3o g
' successfully.included among. SlowFood Presidia‘for FEVG-region.: This casted new.llght at, natlonal:level and’.
" prices rose dramatlcally Resian garlic is presently sold at 3 to 5 times the prrce “of other garlics. indeed thls is',
: not negative, ‘but difficulties to'enlarge the crop outside typical growing area, coupled with ﬂ'ab,lllty to »
- o -
. \w, inducea more co-operative vision, are introducing stress and frlctlons across‘the small Resna com’munrty
Resians seem in favour of an unexpensive mark of origin (DECO.in Italian), as arsimple way to: enable”

customers to distinguish the original produce from;the maternal grown elsewhere ls it the only way to go? ' ;
Fig. 5 - Bulb sections i :
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